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ACT I

SCENE 1

The stage is black. A single spot comes on LINDSEY, 15, 
center-stage.

LINDSEY
(up to God)

I don’t know if I believe in God 
anymore.

SONG: “SUMMER IS NOT OVER”

The town bursts to life around Lindsey. Everyone’s in a hurry 
to complete their late summer plans before they go back to 
school/go back home/go back to work/Labor Day stuff, etc.

It’s a warm sunny day in the small (one square mile) town of 
Ocean Grove, New Jersey. A large wooden church (the Great 
Auditorium) sits quietly among the commotion. Surrounding the 
Auditorium, summer residents are packing up their tents to go 
to their winter homes, while year-round residents go about 
their daily activities. These are not ordinary camping tents, 
but large canvas structures with running water and kitchens. 
They surround the Auditorium forming a community (Tent City). 
A large grassy park leads away from the Auditorium to a 
boardwalk and golden beach, overlooked by a rustic wooden 
pier.

Lifeguards are guarding the beach (and ogling over girls) 
while tenters are trying to pack and kids are soaking up the 
last bit of summer (going to the beach, playing ball, 
skating, jogging, etc.)

All action is surrounding and circling Lindsey, who gets lost 
in the commotion. She pushes her way free where she is 
spotted by JACKIE and TASHA.

JACKIE
Hey Lindsey, we’re gonna go to the 
beach, you wanna come?

LINDSEY
Not right now guys, I’m not really 
feeling it.

TASHA
Okay, but Ricky Cuttrell is 
guarding on Middle Beach today... 
And you could definitely use the 
tan.



Jackie and Tasha join “Tanning Girls” on the beach. SHARON, 
Lindsey and Trevor’s mother, calls from outside of the tent.

SHARON
Lindsey, can you please help me 
pack up the tent?

Lindsey is grateful to be off the hook.

LINDSEY
(to the girls)

Maybe later, thanks.

TANNING GIRLS
Summer morning tan on my cooling skin

LIFEGUARDS
(looking at girls)

Scoping out the waves as the surf comes in

LOU
These tricky teens they tantalize

CLARK
Three more days to go, will I come back alive?

ALL
Summer is not over (still got three more days)
Summer is not over (homework is delayed)
Summer is not over (don’t wanna go away)
Summer is not over (this song’s still being played)

SOLOIST 1
Hours left to go ‘til school starts up again

SOLOIST 2
Back to winter homes, hearts still on the mend

TREVOR AND KATE
Spending all the time we can
Fulfilling all our summer dreams well that’s the plan

ALL
Summer is not over (still got three more days)
Summer is not over (homework is delayed)
Summer is not over (don’t wanna go away)
Summer is not over (this song’s still being played)

The action slows down, focusing solely on Lindsey.

LINDSEY
Leaving all my friends behind
Putting on a new disguise
Getting away from all the drama and escape
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The action speeds up again.

ALL
Summer is not over (still got three more days)
Summer is not over (homework is delayed)
Summer is not over (don’t wanna go away)
Summer is not over (this song’s still being played)

LINDSEY
And the waves keep crashing 
in
And the waves keep crashing 
in
And the waves keep crashing 
in

ALL (CONT'D)
(Summer is not, still got 
three more)
(Summer is not, still got 
three more)
(Summer is not, still got 
three more)

The music stops, and the stage clears. Lindsey and TREVOR are 
packing up their tent. An Ocean Grove tent is a cottage-like 
building with canvas spread out over the front to create a 
kind of living room. Trevor sleeps in the living room on a 
futon while Lindsey and Sharon live in the cottage section 
between the tent and the kitchen/toilet. 

Trevor and Lindsey are in the bedroom. He holds up a 
bracelet.

TREVOR
Bracelet?

LINDSEY
Toss it.

Trevor is about to throw the bracelet in the trash, but then 
looks over at Lindsey, whose back is turned, and he puts it 
on his wrist. He then picks up a framed essay.

TREVOR
Your essay on “Catcher in the Rye”?

LINDSEY
Keep it.

TREVOR
Derek Jeter’s baseball card?

LINDSEY
Toss it.

TREVOR
Can I toss it into my pocket?

LINDSEY
Sure.
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TREVOR
Score... Okay, freakish dog 
sweater? Toss it, right?

LINDSEY
(unaware of the absurdity)

No! Mr. Barks-a-lot! I have to keep 
him.

TREVOR
I think you really have to 
reconsider your priorities when it 
comes to purging your possessions.

LINDSEY
Hey, Mom told me to throw out 
everything that doesn’t give me 
joy.

TREVOR
And homework and dog sweaters give 
you joy? Who talks like that 
anyway?

LINDSEY
That book was the first time I 
really felt like someone understood 
me.

TREVOR
You and every other fifteen year 
old.

LINDSEY
If you can’t appreciate academic 
excellence, that’s your loss.

TREVOR
(pause)

And the sweater?

LINDSEY
(tenses up)

It was a gift.

TREVOR
From Sophia? Linds, have you even 
gone to visit her yet?

LINDSEY
I’m going tomorrow.
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TREVOR
Really? ‘Cause that’s what you said 
yesterday. Everyone else has gone 
to see her in the hospital except 
for her...

LINDSEY
Best friend. Yeah, I know. It’s 
just... I don’t know what I’d be 
able to do for her right now.

TREVOR
What do you...

LINDSEY
(changing the subject)

Okay, enough about me. How are you 
and Kate the Magnificent?

TREVOR
We’ve got 67 more hours until we 
both leave for college.

LINDSEY
Down to the hours.

TREVOR
Yep.

LINDSEY
Did you smooch yet?

TREVOR
No.

LINDSEY
Do you want to?

TREVOR
Of course.

LINDSEY
So why haven’t you?

TREVOR
You know... Because I’m a gentleman 
and such.

LINDSEY
Even a gentleman’s gotta smooch 
sometime.

TREVOR
Can you stop saying smooch?
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There is a pause. Lindsey is already smiling. Trevor sighs 
and gives in.

LINDSEY
Smooch smooch smooch smooch. Trevor 
and Kate kissing in a tree k-i-s-s-
i-n...

TREVOR
Okay, okay! That’s enough!

Sharon walks in.

SHARON
Did you pack up the plates?

TREVOR
Not yet, but can I go see Kate?

SHARON
Have you smooched yet?

TREVOR
You heard that?

SHARON
We’re in a tent... All of Bethany 
Block heard that.

SHARON AND LINDSEY
Smooch smooch smooch smooch...

TREVOR
Very mature you two!

Sharon and Lindsey erupt into laughter as Trevor blushingly 
storms out.

SHARON
(shouting after him)

Good luck!

LINDSEY
You think they’ll stay together?

SHARON
Who knows?

(to Lindsey)
Why, you don’t think so?

LINDSEY
I mean. The summer’s basically 
over. 

(MORE)
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How are they going to stay together 
when they don’t see each other 
every day?

SHARON
Haven’t you heard of long distance 
relationships?

LINDSEY
Those don’t actually work. 

Sharon changes the subject.

SHARON
Remember after church tomorrow we 
are going over to see Sophia.

Lindsey stops packing, looking sheepish.

LINDSEY
Oh, okay... You know... I was 
thinking, um... Maybe I won’t go to 
church tomorrow.

SHARON
You feeling okay?

LINDSEY
Yeah, I just...

(looking for an excuse)
I just wanted to get some sleep 
before I go back to school.

She winces, realizing her lame excuse.

SHARON
Well you’ve already skipped the 
last two weeks. I think you should 
go.

LINDSEY
Yeah.

Sharon senses something is wrong.

SHARON
Are you sure you’re alright?

LINDSEY
I’m fine... I’m gonna go for walk 
before youth group.

LINDSEY (CONT'D)
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SHARON
You know I’m always here for you, 
right?

LINDSEY
(pause)

Mom. 

SHARON
Yeah?

LINDSEY
(pause)

That was really lame.

SHARON
I knew it when I said it.

SCENE 2

Trevor and KATE are walking on the boardwalk, hand-in-hand. 
The air is cool, but thick with salt.

TREVOR
I’d want to have one of those 
little chipmunk voices so that I 
could prank call the neighbors 
without them knowing it’s me.

KATE
That’s the superpower you would 
choose?

TREVOR
What would you choose?

KATE
Hmm... It’s tough, but if I had to 
choose I think...

Trevor has been pondering another superpower and bursts out 
in excitement.

TREVOR
Or a giant head!

KATE
...Invisibility.

TREVOR
Why invisibility?
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KATE
I don’t know. Just to be able to 
have some time for myself... And I 
could commit high sea robbery.

TREVOR
Pirates are sweet.

Kate tags him, and starts a wordgame that they play where 
each person tags the other with a synonym (they are nerds).

KATE
Buccaneers.

Trevor tags her back, continuing the game.

TREVOR
Swashbucklers.

KATE
Privateers.

TREVOR
Corsairs.

KATE
Arrg!

TREVOR (CONT'D)
Arrg!

They stop walking.

KATE
So, what do you wanna do now?

TREVOR
I don’t know. What do you wanna do?

KATE
We could...

TREVOR
We could...

KATE
Talk.

TREVOR
Oh.

KATE
Is that what you were gonna say?

TREVOR
Uh.
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KATE
‘Cause it looked like you were 
gonna say something.

TREVOR
I mean, I wasn’t going to say 
anything... What do you want to 
talk about?

KATE
Well we only have three days left 
before college.

TREVOR
67 hours to be precise. But I’ll 
come see you on the weekends and 
stuff.

KATE
Oh.

TREVOR
Is that what you were thinking?

KATE
I mean, that could work.

TREVOR
‘Cause it looked like you were 
thinking something else.

KATE
How are you going to get there?

TREVOR
I can drive.

KATE
You don’t have a car.

TREVOR
Then I’ll walk.

KATE
You’ll walk 500 miles?

TREVOR
Just like that song where the guy 
walks a thousand miles to see his 
girl.

KATE
I think that was metaphorical.
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TREVOR
Are you sure? He sounds pretty 
serious about it in the song.

Pause. Kate changes the subject, trying to lighten the mood.

KATE
Next question.

TREVOR
Okay.

KATE
If you only had fourteen minutes to 
live, what would you do?

TREVOR
Right now?

KATE
Sure.

TREVOR
Well...

Trevor goes to kiss her, but she backs away.

KATE
Whaaat are you doing?

TREVOR
I was gonna kiss you.

KATE
I know... Do you think it’s a good 
idea?

TREVOR
Absolutely.

KATE
Are you sure?

TREVOR
I’m never sure... About anything.

KATE
Well I’m usually sure... About most 
things. I’m sure that we’re leaving 
for college in three days. I’m sure 
I’m going to be an astrophysicist 
and that I’ll send people to Mars. 

(MORE)
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I’m sure I’ll settle down in the 
south of France with my husband and 
three kids: Hector, Rhonda, and 
Timothy.

TREVOR
I’m on board with all of that 
except Hector.

KATE
(pause)

What do we do after summer’s over?

TREVOR
We’ll figure it out when we get 
there.

KATE
We are there, Trevor!

TREVOR
But...

ERICA, DOMINIQUE, and WILBUR enter, surfboards in hand.

DOMINIQUE
(singing)

Chicken nuggets!

ERICA
(singing)

Are the nuggets of choice!

Wilbur barks like a dog.

TREVOR
Oh no.

ERICA
(seeing Trevor)

Hey! It’s Romeo and um...

(She did not read Romeo and Juliet.)

ERICA (CONT’D)
Kate.

KATE
(sarcastic)

Good one.

DOMINIQUE
What are you guys doing?

KATE (CONT'D)

12.



TREVOR
Um...

KATE
Nothin’.

WILBUR
(to DOMINIQUE)

Dude, is that my board?

ERICA
(to Trevor and Kate)

I see, keeping things confidential.

DOMINIQUE
Wilbur, you’re holding your board.

WILBUR
Nah, this is my lucky board. You’re 
holding my enchanted board.

DOMINIQUE
Get outta here.

They start fighting over the board.

TREVOR
Shouldn’t you guys be guarding 
lives or something?

Erica nonchalantly walks over to the struggle as he is 
talking with Trevor.

ERICA
Romeo, my good man... Dominique, 
Wilbur, and I have been guarding 
this beach for almost four weeks 
now. Four long, excruciating weeks. 
It practically watches itself. 

DOMINIQUE
It’s not like it has your name on 
it!

Erica flips the board to reveal Wilbur’s name written across 
the entire surf board. Erica walks back over to Trevor and 
Kate.

ERICA
Besides, what better way to watch 
people in the ocean than to 
actually be in the ocean.

Dominique and Wilbur join back into the conversation.
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DOMINIQUE
Yeah, you gotta be the ocean.

WILBUR
And let the ocean be you.

(long pause)
Plus, you gotta be the ocean.

DOMINIQUE
And the ocean has gotta be you.

WILBUR
As long as you are the ocean...

KATE
Yes! We get it! Trevor, let’s talk 
about this later.

TREVOR
That would be best.

Trevor thinks about kissing her, but goes for a handshake 
instead. She gives him a handshake with a look of confusion, 
and leaves.

WILBUR
Well that was awkward.

ERICA
So uh... She’s pretty hot. She got 
a boyfriend?

TREVOR
Yes! Me!

ERICA
Ohhhhh.

TREVOR
You called me Romeo!

ERICA
I thought that was your name, 
Romeo.

DOMINIQUE
No, it’s Tyler.

WILBUR
Tiberius.

TREVOR
Trevor!

14.



ERICA, DOMINIQUE, AND WILBUR
Ohhhhh.

DOMINIQUE
So what were you and hot girl going 
on about?

TREVOR
Just trying to make what’s left of 
this Summer memorable. It’s the 
last one before college. Gotta go 
out on a high note, you know what I 
mean?

WILBUR
Like...

Wilbur sings a really high note terribly.

ERICA
(sarcastically)

That handshake was memorable.

TREVOR
I know, I just don’t know what to 
do.

WILBUR
Tiberius...

TREVOR
Trevor.

WILBUR
Whatever. You want this girl?

TREVOR
(deathly serious)

Absotutley.

WILBUR
Okay. Do you dance?

TREVOR
No.

WILBUR
Sing?

TREVOR
Kinda.

WILBUR
Can you write?
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TREVOR
Not really.

WILBUR
(overly-frustrated)

What can you do?!

TREVOR
I have a perky sense of humor.

Wilbur sighs.

WILBUR
Fine. Just be yourself.

TREVOR
(pause; shocked)

That’s not bad advice. Erica. 
Dominique. Wilbur. I’ll see you 
fine ladies, and... Wilbur, later.

Trevor leaves.

WILBUR
And if that doesn’t work...

ERICA, DOMINIQUE, AND WILBUR
(harmonizing terribly)

Chicken nuggets!

ERICA
Come on, let’s go before the tide 
shifts.

WILBUR
Wait a second! How are we gonna 
make this summer memorable?

DOMINIQUE
What you talkin’ ‘bout, Wilbur?

WILBUR
Like Tiberius said, we should go 
out on a high note.

Wilbur sings a high note again.

ERICA
No, man. Wilbur’s right. We need to 
do something. Something that will 
have our names go down in the 
history books.
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LOU, a 74 year old man with a cane and suspenders, and CLARK 
enter.

ERICA (CONT’D)
We should talk somewhere else.

They pass by Lou and all sarcastically salute to him as they 
leave.

LOU
I don’t trust those lifeguards, 
Clark.

CLARK
What’s wrong with them, Gramps?

LOU
They’re behind all of the mischief 
in this town. I just know it. I can 
feel it.

CLARK
Yeah, okay. Whatever you say.

SONG: “IN THE ACT”

Lou takes a top hat, and places it on his head.

LOU
It might sound hypocritical
Or maybe just habitual
But I would like to catch them in the act

For sixty years I’ve spent my time
As parents yawn and shield their eyes
While all these teens cause trouble 
That’s a fact

Clark takes Lou’s hat and cane.

CLARK
How do you know that they’re up to no good
I’m not convinced though I know that I could be
You say that we must when you mean that they should
Just be patient Gramps we’ll just 
wait and see

Lou takes the hat and cane back.
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LOU
This might sound situational
But my brain’s operational
For setting a sensationary trap

So follow up my figures, boy
For soon you’ll see me start my ploy
And put those pesky lifeguards in a
Vat. Of. Sap.

CLARK
Sap?

LOU
Metaphorically, of course. 
(or “It rhymes with trap.”)

Dancers run out all with hats and canes like some Fosseian 
chorus line. One gives a hat and cane to Clark.

CLARK
How do you know that they’re up to no good

LOU
If you’re not convinced, you know that you should be

CLARK
You say that we must when you mean that they should

LOU
Just be patient my boy
Be patient my boy

BOTH
We’ll just have to wait and see

BLACKOUT.

SCENE 3

It’s break time at Youth Group at the youth center with gym 
floors and a stage. Some kids are playing ball, some are 
playing music, some are flirting, etc. Patrick is off to the 
side talking with someone. Lindsey walks up to her friends 
who are having an argument. Vibe is safe and air-conditioned.

RACHEL
No.

HAILEY
That’s crazy.
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SEAN
That’s your opinion.

HAILEY
That’s fact.

RACHEL
Yeah. Fact.

LINDSEY
Hey, what are you guys talking 
about?

JAMES
Lindsey, aren’t Sean and I just as 
attractive as Ricky Cuttrell?

HAILEY
Lindsey...

SEAN
And please don’t let these shallow 
ladies pull the wool over your 
eyes.

Patrick leaves his conversation and goes off on his own, 
looking lonely.

HAILEY
Just because we refuse to accept 
that Mr. Skinny and Uncle No-Tan 
over here are not as handsome as 
Richard Cuttrell... Does that make 
us shallow?

JAMES
Like a sandbar at low tide.

HAILEY
I was speaking to Lindsey.

RACHEL
Yeah, she was speaking to Lindsey.

LINDSEY
(pause)

I don’t think Ricky’s that 
handsome.

Everyone stops and gasps.

LINDSEY (CONT’D)
I like brunettes.
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Everyone resumes their activities. Lindsey sees Patrick and 
leaves the conversation as everyone continues.

JAMES
So we’re still going to Days for 
ice cream after this, right?

HAILEY
No, we’re going to Nagles!

SEAN
No... Locals... Go to Nagles.

(Locals do not go to Nagles.)

HAILEY
I go to Nagles.

SEAN
Don’t be such a tenter!

They continue to bicker silently as Lindsey enters a 
conversation with Patrick.

PATRICK
(without looking at her)

I’m fine.

Lindsey looks around to see who he’s talking to.

LINDSEY
Uh, was that directed at me, or...

Patrick turns to face Lindsey.

PATRICK
You came to check to see if I’m 
okay, right?

LINDSEY
Well...

PATRICK
You weren’t gonna ask? Come on 
Lindsey, I’m sitting here all 
miserable and, like, three people 
have walked by to talk about the 
ball game or whatever, but I 
expected you of all people to see 
through that and...

Lindsey can cut him off before finishing.

(MORE)
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Come to ask me, ‘How are you doing 
today Patrick? Nice weather we’re 
having!’

LINDSEY
Patrick! Take a breath.

Patrick takes a big breath.

PATRICK
Thanks.

LINDSEY
By the way, I did come to see if 
you were okay.

PATRICK
It’s just school is getting to me, 
you know? I’m going into Junior 
year and my parents are asking me 
about SATs, college applications, 
internships...

LINDSEY
Life?

PATRICK
Exactly! It’s hard being brothers 
with Sean. He knows what he wants 
to do. I have no idea. My parents 
want me to become a doctor, but I 
hate shots. I don’t want to do 
that.

LINDSEY
What do you want?

PATRICK
What?

LINDSEY
I mean, it’s your life, right? Have 
you tried telling your folks what 
you want to do?

PATRICK
I guess I could. But it’s stupid. 
I’ve always wanted to be a major 
league pitcher. But that’s crazy. 
I’m good, but I don’t know if I’m 
that good.

PATRICK (CONT'D)
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LINDSEY
But it’s what you want right? You 
should stand up for yourself and be 
whatever you want to be; even if it 
does sound crazy.

PATRICK
Is that really a good idea? When 
was the last time you stood up for 
yourself.

Lindsey is about to answer, but PASTOR DOUG enters.

DOUG
Hey rock stars, break time’s over. 
We’re about to start up again. 
Gather round.

PATRICK
Come on, we should get back... And 
thanks for checking on me.

Everyone finds their seats.

DOUG
Okay, so we left off with Luke 
chapter 6 verse 35, “Love your 
enemies, do good to them, and lend 
to them without expecting to get 
anything back. Then your reward 
will be great, and you will be 
children of the Most High, because 
He is kind to the ungrateful and 
wicked.”

LINDSEY
Is He?

There are hushes and whispers from the others in the group. A 
few laugh at the question.

DOUG
What was that Lindsey?

LINDSEY
Is God actually kind to the 
ungrateful and wicked?

DOUG
I don’t know, let’s have a 
discussion. What do you all think? 
Is God kind to the wicked?
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BRI
Of course He is.

HAILEY
What kind of question is that?

LINDSEY
How many of you have actually read 
the Bible?

Less than half the group raises their hands. James raises his 
hand.

SEAN
I watched the movie.

LINDSEY
Well did the movie include multiple 
accounts of genocide that the 
Israelites commit at the direction 
of God? Is that kindness to the 
wicked?

SEAN
I think I missed that part.

PATRICK
When does that happen?

LINDSEY
Numbers, Deuteronomy, Joshua... 
They all have stories like that. 

RACHEL
But the Israelites were all alone 
in the wilderness just trying to 
survive. They had to defend 
themselves.

BRI
Yeah ‘cause if they hadn’t survived 
then Jesus wouldn’t have been born.

LINDSEY
So God allowed thousands of people 
to die so one man could live?

JAMES
And He let one man die so that the 
whole world could live.

Lindsey looks at James who smiles.
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DOUG
James brings up a good point, 
Lindsey: good things come out of 
bad situations. It’s the way that 
God works. He works...

LINDSEY
Please don’t say “in mysterious 
ways”.

DOUG
He works in ways that we don’t 
always understand.

LINDSEY
Okay, fine. But what about 
evolution? The evidence that 
evolution and adaptation take place 
is almost inarguable.

SEAN
You’re saying we came from monkeys?

LINDSEY
I didn’t say that. But it’s 
possible that animals do adapt to 
their surroundings and change. I’m 
not saying God didn’t cause it, but 
it still might be there.

BRI
Evolution is just a theory.

LINDSEY
But isn’t God also just a theory?

This question is met with silence; the group is getting 
uncomfortable.

LINDSEY (CONT’D)
(pause)

The Bible has been translated into 
almost every language. Couldn’t 
there have been some 
miscommunication somewhere along 
the way? Heaven and Hell, 
Armageddon, even the golden rule, 
are mentioned by people who have 
never heard of Jesus.

(getting more passionate)
(MORE)
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And how could a God that is 
supposed to love everyone 
unconditionally take a good person, 
who has believed in Him her whole 
life, and allow a disease to 
destroy her bit by bit until she is 
gone forever?!

Everyone is scared to move. Doug finally speaks up.

DOUG
Lindsey... Do you want to pray for 
Sophia?

LINDSEY
No! I just want answers! I’m 
looking for the truth. I want her 
to... Forget it, you don’t 
understand.

Lindsey starts to leave.

DOUG
Lindsey wait.

She stops.

DOUG (CONT’D)
God makes good things come out of 
bad situations.

LINDSEY
(pause)

I really wish I could believe that.

Lindsey exits.

SEAN
Yeah that definitely wasn’t in the 
movie.

END OF DAY 1.

SCENE 4

Kate is sitting at a desk in her bedroom, attempting to write 
a letter. Trevor is in his tent pacing back and forth, trying 
to write a letter.

LINDSEY (CONT’D)
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SONG: “ONE MORE SUMMER DATE”

TREVOR
How to start, with her name
Or sentimental, I’m never
Good with words, or any expressions

Make it real, not counterfeit
Let feelings flow, don’t hold back
A bit

KATE
Trevor dear, these last few months
Have been so fun, but I think I’m done
No that sounds too dramatically cliche

How about, I write a poem
About the times that we had
No, this isn’t working

TREVOR
Why does it have to be August 
already?

KATE
I don’t know if I can get through 
this

TREVOR
I keep thinking about all her 
smiles

KATE
Doesn’t he know it’s doomed to fail

TREVOR
And all the love we shared

KATE (CONT'D)
All the love we shared

TREVOR
Has been so great and I don’t wanna 
give up

KATE
I think I’m gonna throw up

TREVOR
I’ve got to go and say it to 
her face

KATE (CONT'D)
I’ve got to go and say it to 
his face
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KATE (CONT’D)
Okay, something like- Trevor, I 
just don’t know about this anymore.

TREVOR
Kate, I like you. A lot. Like love 
you, like you... 

KATE
I’m sorry.

TREVOR
I know it’s crazy, but Kate, I love 
you.

KATE
That’ll work.

TREVOR
Okay.

Trevor and Kate leave their homes and run into each other 
center stage.

TREVOR (CONT’D)
Just the person I was looking for.

KATE
Do you think we could...

TREVOR
Talk? Great. I just wanted to tell 
you that these last few months... 
Well...

TREVOR (CONT’D)
I love you, Kate.

KATE
I think we should break up.

TREVOR
(stunned)

Oh.

TREVOR (CONT'D)
But I want you to stay
Don’t throw this away

KATE
I just want you to move on 
and find someone
To be there for you always

TREVOR AND KATE
Please try and understand
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TREVOR
Why now? Why today?
Did I push you away?
Please give me

KATE
That I loved you and I always 
will
It’s not your fault it’s mine 
so please don’t wait
For

TREVOR AND KATE
One more summer
One more summer
Date

Kate walks off leaving Trevor on stage alone.

BLACKOUT.

SCENE 5

Erica, Dominique, and Wilbur are sitting on the lifeguard 
stand, barely doing their job. Hot. Sunny. Blue sky. Yellow 
sand.

DOMINIQUE
Ricky Cuttrell is a man... I don’t 
know what you are.

WILBUR
What’s that supposed to mean?

ERICA
Guys, can you please focus? Lives 
are at stake.

(pause)
What are we gonna do to get 
remembered?

DOMINIQUE
We’ve had some great pranks in the 
past.

Wilbur whistles.

WILBUR
Actors! Assemble!

Cast runs out on stage behind the lifeguards.

ERICA
Where’d you find these guys?

WILBUR
They do some musical in town every 
year.
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DOMINIQUE
They’re not gonna sing, are they?

WILBUR
Only if you want them to.

ERICA
The date was Memorial Day. The 
year, not this one. We dressed up 
as Mako Sharks.

DOMINIQUE
I was a bull shark.

ERICA
Two Mako sharks, one bull shark.

WILBUR
(singing)

Hammerhead Shark!

ERICA
We were dressed as various sharks 
swimming in middle beach.

The cast reenacts behind them. A girl screams at fake shark.

DOMINIQUE
Approximately two months later. 
Fourth of July Parade. Crowd goes 
nuts over incongruous holiday garb. 

The cast carries two people, one dressed as a turkey and one 
dressed as Santa, both who do a royal wave across the stage.

WILBUR
(trying to hold in 
laughter)

Or when we...

The cast holds up a piece of boardwalk and Wilbur runs 
underneath, reenacting it himself.

WILBUR (CONT’D)
Put a dollar through the boards on 
the boardwalk, and then when people 
came to get it, we pulled it back 
under and they were all like, ‘Hey, 
I wanted that dollar’.

Wilbur begins cracking up and walks back to Erica and 
Dominique, who are not amused.
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DOMINIQUE
Dude, that was lame.

Wilbur stops laughing.

ERICA
What if we teepeed Stokes?

(Stokes is a statue in town.) A cast member gets rolled in 
toilet paper.

DOMINIQUE
Done it...

The cast member that was wrapped freezes on stage.

DOMINIQUE (CONT’D)
What if we switched all the one way 
signs in town?

Other cast members switch a one way sign being held up by 
another cast member.

ERICA
Done it.

They freeze.

WILBUR
What if we turn the Ocean Vista 
into a dog hotel?

Three cast members get down on their knees and begin barking.

ERICA AND DOMINIQUE
Done it.

They freeze.

ERICA
We’re just too good. We’ve already 
accomplished so much with our 
lives. Do you think we’ve peaked?

DOMINIQUE
Think men! Think!

WILBUR
(with profound solemnity)

No, stop thinking! We’re working 
too hard. Did we ever think about 
what we were going to do before?

All cast members nod their head yes.
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WILBUR (CONT’D)
No...

All cast members nod their heads no.

WILBUR (CONT’D)
We never thought that much. All we 
have to do is tell people we’re 
gonna do something, and the rest 
will fall into place. Send it 
through the grapevine.

ERICA AND DOMINIQUE
(looking into the 
distance)

The grapevine.

WILBUR
(in hushed tone)

It’s time.

SONG: “RUMORS”

Everyone in town whispers to one another as the music begins.

RACHEL
Did you hear about Lindsey

SOLOIST 1
No, what did she say

RACHEL
She freaked out on Pastor Doug
Just the other day

HAILEY
She said that the Bible was just a cartoon

SEAN
But she said it like she was the 
only smart kid in the room

ALL
No way!
Did you hear (about Lindsey, ooh about Lindsey)
Did you hear (about Lindsey, ooh about Lindsey)

SOLOIST 2
Did you hear the latest on summer romance
Trevor just went for a kiss, but 
Kate won’t give him a chance
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SOLOIST 3
She’s her own person you can’t hold her down
She could do better than a guy from this little town

ALL
Did you hear (about Trevor, ooh about Trevor)
Did you hear (about Kate, ooh about Kate)

Dance break.

Erica, Dominique, and Wilbur try to get the attention back on 
themselves.

ERICA
We’re the kings of our hometown

ERICA DOMINIQUE AND WILBUR
That’s right!

DOMINIQUE
They look up to us can’t let them down

ERICA DOMINIQUE AND WILBUR
Tonight!

Lou walks onto the stage.

WILBUR
So we gotta start a rumor,
We gotta start a plan
To hype up all the humans on the 
lifeguard stand
We’re gonna host a party
Bigger than you’ve ever seen
And wake up all the neighbors!..

Wilbur turns to find Lou right next to him. The music stops.

WILBUR (CONT’D)
Lou... What are you doing here?

LOU
Citizens Patrol boys. What are you 
doing here? Did I hear mention of a 
party?

WILBUR
A beach cleaning party...

ERICA
Because the ocean is our home...
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DOMINIQUE
The beach is our sanctified 
dwelling place as lifeguards...

ERICA
Yeah, beach.

DOMINIQUE
Beach.

WILBUR
Ecosystem.

LOU
(shaking his finger)

You... I’ll find out.

Lou exits. Music starts again.

ALL
Did you hear (about Lindsey, ooh about Lindsey)
Did you hear (about Trevor, ooh about Kate)
Did you hear (about the party, ooh about the party)
Did you hear

Song ends. Everyone lines up in one long line. The rumors 
start at one end and whisper to the person next to them. 
Every few people down the line yell out what they’ve just 
heard (like the Telephone game).

GREG
Trevor and Kate broke up?!

THEO
Kate broke Trevor’s heart?!

JADE
Kate broke Trevor’s nose with a 
shopping cart?!

MEGAN
Kate went to Paris only to find 
herself at a Backstreet Boys 
reunion concert, and upon her 
arrival she saw Trevor joining a 
band of bank robbers which led her 
to break his ankle with the help of 
a CIA operative who has medical 
knowledge of ligaments and now 
Trevor has amnesia and is 
recuperating at a hospital while 
Kate goes on holiday in Reykjavik?! 

Lindsey and Trevor enter.
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JOEY
(pause)

Trevor and Kate broke up?!

Lisbeth turns to Trevor.

LISBETH
Did you hear Trevor and Kate...

They notice that they are talking to Trevor.

LISBETH (CONT’D)
You probably did.

Trevor turns to leave.

LINDSEY
Trevor, can I talk to you...

Trevor exits without noticing Lindsey. Everyone in line moves 
on with their lives. James, who noticed Lindsey’s question to 
Trevor, walks over to her.

JAMES
Hey Lindsey, everything okay?

LINDSEY
You mean since I had that total 
meltdown at Youth Group?

JAMES
I mean... I don’t know if it was a 
total meltdown.

LINDSEY
On a scale from 1-10...

JAMES
9.

Lindsey looks embarrassed. 

JAMES (CONT’D)
But a very respectable 9.

LINDSEY
(laughs)

Ah, you guys must think I’m so 
crazy.

JAMES
No, I mean... I think what you did 
was actually kind of brave.
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LINDSEY
Yeah?

JAMES
Yeah.

(pause)
Besides... It’s understandable.

LINDSEY
What do you mean?

JAMES
I just... Sophia’s been sick for 
awhile...

LINDSEY
Why does everyone think this is 
about Sophia?! Hasn’t it ever 
occurred to you that people can 
stop believing in God without being 
upset about it?! It doesn’t have to 
be this, like,  emotional thing.

JAMES
You’re right. I’m sorry. You just 
seem upset.

LINDSEY
Of course I’m... Nevermind.

JAMES
No, what?

LINDSEY
No.

JAMES
Lindsey.

LINDSEY
It’s nothing.

JAMES
Lindsey!

LINDSEY
I have to go.

JAMES
You’re upset.

LINDSEY
Of course I’m upset! My best friend 
is dying! Dying, James. We’re 15. 

(MORE)
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You know what we’re supposed to 
worry about at 15? Pimples. Boys. 
If boys are gonna notice our 
pimples. Basically nothing. But 
Sophia has to worry about whether 
or not she’s even gonna make it to 
the weekend. And you think I’m 
angry at God? All I want right now 
is for God to show up and tell me 
it’s gonna be all right. That this 
was part of the plan. That He’s got 
it all figured out. I’m dying to 
believe that, but I am terrified to 
go visit my best friend in the 
hospital and for her to see in my 
eyes that I don’t know what’s gonna 
happen... That I don’t know if 
there’s a Heaven for her... How can 
I tell her that James? How can I 
tell her that none of this makes 
any sense to me? So, yeah. I’m 
upset... But not at Him, not at 
God. I’m upset about... everything 
else. 

Lindsey exits.

JAMES
(looking up)

Lord?

BLACKOUT.

END OF DAY 2.

END OF ACT I.

ACT II

SCENE 1

Everyone is gathered around in the hot sand on the beach. 
Some sit in beach chairs, some tanning; people have beach 
balls, food, etc. One person is playing guitar. Erica, 
Dominique, and Wilbur are holding court, finalizing details 
about the party.

JOHN-JON
You can’t get away with this.

ALICE
It’s way too risky.

LINDSEY (CONT'D)
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RON-JON
What about the tenters?

DON JUAN
What about the cops?

DOMINIQUE
Guys, guys. It’s the last day of 
Summer... When are you gonna have 
another last day of summer?

John-Jon raises his hand. Dominique points at John-Jon 
without looking at him.

DOMINIQUE (CONT’D)
Stop!

John-Jon lowers his hand.

SONG: “PARTY IN THE AUDITORIUM”

Person with guitar strums the first few chords slowly.

DOMINIQUE
We’re gonna party in the auditorium

MEGAN
A party?

ERICA
In the auditorium

Music begins.

ERICA (CONT’D)
The manager leaves at eight 
o’clock.

WILBUR
How do we get in?

ALICE
My Dad’s an usher. He has the keys.

JOHN-JON
I used to take out their garbage. I 
think I remember the code for the 
alarm.

RON-JON
I’ll bring food.
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DON JUAN
I got music.

MEGAN
I got trampolines.

LISBETH
And fireworks!

ERICA
They said we couldn’t do it

DOMINIQUE
We very nearly blew it

WILBUR
Wasn’t worried 
I always come through

SOLOIST 1
This is gonna be
A piece of global history
So good you won’t believe that it’s true

SOLOIST 2
We could get caught
What a terrible thought
Don’t know if I can take it no more

SOLOIST 3
But now’s no time to worry
‘Cause we really have to hurry
It’s almost time to open the doors

ALL
Oh, oh
The party just won’t stop

We’re gonna party in the auditorium
We’re gonna party in the auditorium
It’ll be the biggest party in town
People will be coming from all around
We’re gonna party in the auditorium

SOLOIST 4
Now comes one more chance and we’re 
gonna have some fun
Gonna get this party started now 
before this Summer’s done

SOLOIST 5
Get the food, get the music
Get the tube socks, get the pool

(MORE)
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Don’t let this party stop until we 
all must leave for school

Lou sneaks on stage and joins into the song.

ALL
Oh, oh
The party just won’t stop

We’re gonna party in the auditorium
We’re gonna party in the auditorium
It’ll be the biggest party in town
People will be coming from all around
We’re gonna party in the auditorium
We’re gonna party

The cast leaves the stage revealing, Lou. Clark sees him, and 
grabs him by the collar.

CLARK
Grandpa?! What are you doing?

LOU
I was just going for my daily 
seagull count.

CLARK
Ah the Ocean Grove Ornithological 
census. What’s the latest?

LOU
For today... Seven. 

CLARK
Not bad... Wait, you don’t count 
seagulls until September! You heard 
about the party, didn’t you?

LOU
In the Great Auditorium! The 
building that has stood since 1894. 
Not once has there ever been a 
party in the auditorium!

CLARK
Well church services get pretty 
loud nowadays... What’s the 
difference?

LOU
There won’t be any adult 
supervision.

SOLOIST 5 (CONT'D)
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CLARK
And...

The beginning of “In the Act” starts again and Lou grabs his 
hat and cane. Clark stops him before he can begin the song.

CLARK (CONT’D)
No, no. Stop Grandpa. I can’t stand 
musicals.

LOU
Fine. I’m going to alert the O-
thorities.

CLARK
Okay, okay! Just a short reprise.

SONG: “IN THE ACT (REPRISE)”

Music builds and chorus line enter. This time, the CHORUS 
LINE sing the first part, and Lou and Clark answer.

CHORUS LINE
How do you know that they’re up to 
no good

LOU AND CLARK
If you’re not convinced, you know 
that you should be

CHORUS LINE
You say that we must when you mean 
that they should

LOU AND CLARK
Just be patient my boy
Be patient my boy

ALL
We’ll just have to wait and see

The chorus line run off, taking hats and canes with them.

LOU
Off to the police station.

Lou starts to leave, but Clark stops him.

CLARK
That’s just what they’d expect you 
to do. What you need to do is go to 
the party. Gather some hard hitting 
evidence. 

(MORE)
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And then, once you have it, you get 
to make a citizen’s arrest.

LOU
I’ve always wanted to do that. But 
how could I go to the party? I’d 
stick out like a... Well... Like a 
grandpa at a party.

CLARK
What? You? Grandpa, you’re a master 
of disguise. Remember the Halloween 
Party of last year?

LOU
I dressed as myself.

CLARK
And I believed it!

LOU
You know, I think you’re on to 
something.

CLARK
I’ll take care of your costume, 
Gramps. Don’t worry. Those 
lifeguards are gonna have to be... 
On guard.

Lou and Clark laugh. Lou exits. Once he is gone, Clark looks 
to the audience, and his laughing abruptly stops.

CLARK (CONT’D)
(to audience)

Watch this.

Clark exits.

SCENE 2

Trevor creeps up to Kate’s house looking wary. (Kate lives on 
the south side of town in a house because she lives in town 
all year-round). He starts throwing rocks at Kate’s window. 
He notices MRS. SNEIKEL, the neighbor who is never seen. He 
stops throwing rocks and stands up straight.

TREVOR
Oh, hi Mrs. Sneikel! Lovely day 
we’re having! And may I say, your 
corgie is looking particularly well 
groomed today.

CLARK (CONT'D)
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Trevor goes back to throwing rocks at the window. Kate sneaks 
up behind him.

TREVOR (CONT’D)
Kate. Psst. Kate... Katelyn!

KATE
Trevor?

Trevor shrieks like a girl.

KATE (CONT’D)
Sorry. Didn’t mean to startle you.

TREVOR
Me? Startled? Kate let me tell you 
something about the Trev-Man I 
don’t startle easily.

Sharon comes out of the house.

SHARON
Hey Trev.

Trevor shrieks like a girl again.

TREVOR
Mom! Mother. Sharon... 

(chill)
Wuzz up?

SHARON
Just visiting with Kate’s mom... 
She lent me a few things for the 
tent and I wanted to make sure I 
returned them before we leave in 
the morning. Are you going to be 
home for dinner?

TREVOR
Uh... No. I’m uh... Gonna be with 
Ricky.

SHARON
Cuttrell? Okay. I’ll see you later 
then. Love you. Nice to see you 
Kate.

KATE
You too.

Sharon exits.
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KATE (CONT’D)
What are you doing here?

TREVOR
Me? I was just taking a stroll. A 
walk. Sauntering...

KATE
Ambling?

TREVOR
Rambling.

KATE
Mosey.

TREVOR
Sashaying.

KATE
Trump.

TREVOR
Tramp.

KATE
Tromp.

TREVOR
Traipse.

KATE
Perambulate!

TREVOR (CONT'D)
Perambulate!

They both laugh, but Trevor quickly stops and moves away.

KATE
(still laughing)

Did you hear about the party 
tonight?

TREVOR
(overly formal)

Kate. I came here to talk to you 
about something.

KATE
And throw rocks at my window? 
You’re really taking this Romeo 
thing to heart, aren’t you?
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TREVOR
(shrugs)

I like it... I thought you’d be in 
your room.

KATE
It’s the middle of the day? And 
like, perfect out. Why would I be 
in my room?

TREVOR
You’ve been there most days when 
I’ve stopped by this summer.

KATE
Yeah.

Pause. She realizes that she has been home most days waiting 
for Trevor.

KATE (CONT’D)
(deflated)

Yeah.

TREVOR
Okay, well...

KATE
Oh boy.

TREVOR
Hold on a second. I need to make 
sure to get this out.

KATE
Okay... 

(joking)
Should we sit down?

TREVOR
What? No, this is fine.

KATE
Right... Lay it on me Romeo.

TREVOR
Okay, sure... Okay, okay, okay. I 
know you think that we shouldn’t 
settle in our relationship. That 
we’re going away to school and you 
think you’ll be limiting me and 
that I can find someone better. But 
I don’t want someone better. I want 
you!

(MORE)
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(pause)
Wait, that came out wrong. I just 
mean that...

KATE
Wait, you think that I broke up 
with you for you?

TREVOR
Uh, didn’t you?

KATE
(carefully)

No. Trevor, sometimes you make this 
relationship about you when it 
should be about us.

TREVOR
You still like me, right?

KATE
Of course.

TREVOR
So why stop a good thing?

KATE
Being friends is a good thing.

TREVOR
But it’s not the best thing!

KATE
Why not?

TREVOR
Because then I’m just another guy! 
How am I supposed to know how you 
feel about us if we’re not 
together? If I can’t hold your 
hand?

KATE
By trusting me. By talking to me.

TREVOR
I don’t know if I can do that.

KATE
What? Trust me?

TREVOR
Be friends. Feeling like I’m 
sharing you with everyone else.

TREVOR (CONT'D)
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KATE
Trevor if you have trouble with us 
being apart in one square mile, how 
are you possibly going to handle 
1000 miles?

TREVOR
Because we’ll be together.

KATE
Are you proposing to me?

TREVOR
No. I didn’t mean that.

KATE
Then what did you mean?

TREVOR
I just want to smack you... With my 
lips. No that came out wrong.

KATE
What do you want from me?

TREVOR
The party tonight. Do you wanna go?

KATE
I’ll go... But just as friends.

TREVOR
Sure. As friends, or whatever. And 
maybe as we talk, and dance, and 
commiserate...

KATE
Don’t push it.

TREVOR
Okay. Okay. I gotta go try on a few 
outfits.

He starts to leave. Stops, and turns back to Kate.

TREVOR (CONT’D)
Don’t tell anyone I do that.

(pause)
Please.

KATE
(smiling)

I’ll see you there.
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SCENE 3

James is playing tennis at the tennis courts facing the 
audience. The sun is setting. Lindsey appears.

LINDSEY
Hey stranger.

James stops playing.

JAMES
You here for the courts? I’ll get 
out of your way.

LINDSEY
No, actually I’m here to see you.

JAMES
What’d I do?

LINDSEY
Right, sorry about that. I know you 
were just trying to help yesterday. 
Things have just been really 
complicated lately.

JAMES
I get it. You don’t have to 
apologize. But thanks.

LINDSEY
So... Are you going to the party 
tonight?

JAMES
I think so. You?

LINDSEY
I don’t know. I haven’t decided 
yet. I might go see Sophia, or I 
could go to the party. What do you 
think?

JAMES
Sounds like you need to go to “The 
Serve”.

LINDSEY
The Serve?

JAMES
It’s scientifically proven by the 
world’s top researchers as a way to 
make decisions. Do you play tennis?
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LINDSEY
No.

JAMES
Perfect.

James hands her his racket.

JAMES (CONT’D)
Take this. Serve the ball. If it 
lands inside, you go see Sophia. If 
it lands out, you go to the party.

Lindsey gets set, but before she can serve a tennis ball 
rolls onto the stage.

VOICE (OFFSTAGE)
Can you get that?

James walks over and throws the ball back offstage.

JAMES
(to Lindsey)

Sorry about that. Go ahead.

Another ball rolls onstage. Lindsey points at it. 

VOICE (OFFSTAGE)
Little help?

James picks it up and throws it offstage.

JAMES
(to Lindsey)

Okay...

VOICE (OFFSTAGE)
Four!

One more time, a ball rolls onstage. James picks it up.

JAMES
Keep your balls on your own court!

He throws the ball back.

JAMES (CONT’D)
Okay, Lindsey. Go for it.

LINDSEY
Inside Sophia. Outside party.

JAMES
One. Two. Three.
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Lindsey serves. There is a sound of glass breaking.

LINDSEY
What does that mean?

JAMES
(terrified)

Run.

They run and the curtain closes behind them. They collapse on 
the ground, laughing. James and Lindsey look at each other 
(like they are about to kiss, but they’re immature and do not 
understand these emotions yet).

LINDSEY
James?

JAMES
Lindsey.

LINDSEY
Do you think Sophia will get 
better?

JAMES
Honestly?

Lindsey nods her head.

JAMES (CONT’D)
Sounds like you need a miracle.

LINDSEY
You really believe miracles happen?

JAMES
All the time.

LINDSEY
When did people stop expecting 
miracles?

JAMES
What?

LINDSEY
When I was growing up, I was always 
looking for miracles. And now... I 
don’t know.
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JAMES
Well if God runs everything... 
Isn’t everything He’s done a 
miracle? Maybe we just can’t see 
it.

Lindsey laughs.

JAMES (CONT’D)
What?

LINDSEY
You’re a bold kid, James.

JAMES
Sorry.

LINDSEY
No it’s okay. Just wish I could 
borrow some of that.

(pause)
Where do you find hope when you 
don’t have it?

JAMES
Is it really something you find? 
It’s more something that you do. 
You just... hope.

LINDSEY
Hope in what?

JAMES
(sheepishly shrugging)

God?

LINDSEY
(rolling her eyes)

Mysterious ways...

JAMES
Not mysterious. Just not our way. 

LINDSEY
So where do I start?

JAMES
You have me.

(pause)
And Trevor, your mom, Pastor 
Doug... Maybe you need to start 
with Sophia.
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LINDSEY
But I can’t. Not until I have some 
answers for her.

JAMES
I’ll be praying that you get some.

James stands up.

JAMES (CONT’D)
I’ll see you tonight?

Lindsey nods. James exits.

SONG: “LINDSEY’S SONG”

LINDSEY
How long Lord?
How long God?
Why?

This is my life, I just want to live it
Sick, sad, sacred, just want to pivot and
Cry

And you, can you hear me
‘Cause I’m calling out to You
And all I really want

Is a way back to how things were before
Before I lost You, before I lost her

When I needed a Father the most
You took Your Son and left me a Ghost
No I can’t hold my breath for you

Look on me
Answer me
Calm my aching thoughts

Speak to her with Your
Healing word
Please

Ensemble enters
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LINDSEY (CONT’D)
And yet she’s still hopeful
She’s calling out to You
And You owe that much to her

Heal those in need
Let these blind eyes see

All Your goodness and Your 
unfailing love
Breathe

LINDSEY (CONT’D)
She needs You, not me
She needs You, not me
She needs You, not me
She needs You, not me

ENSEMBLE
Breathe, Just breathe
Breathe, Just breathe
Breathe, Just breathe
Breathe, Just breathe

BLACKOUT.

SCENE 4

SONG: “PARTY IN THE AUDITORIUM (REPRISE)”

Teens are partying in the auditorium. A stage at the front 
with a giant organ featured center, 6500 audience seats, a 
balcony surrounding, and a ceiling with rows of individual 
light bulbs that congregates count endlessly during church 
services.

ALL
We are gonna be
A piece of global history
So good you won’t believe that it’s true

Oh, oh
The party just won’t stop

We’re gonna party in the auditorium
We’re gonna party in the auditorium
It’ll be the biggest party in town
People will be coming from all around
We’re gonna party in the auditorium
We’re gonna party
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As the song ends, the party continues. Teens are dancing, 
talking, eating, etc. Erica, Dominique, and Wilbur (who looks 
depressed) are sitting on the organ as their throne.

TREVOR
So, cool party right?

KATE
Yeah, I like how...

TREVOR
Can we talk about us.

KATE
Trevor, can’t we just enjoy the 
party? It’s our last night 
together.

TREVOR
It doesn’t have to be.

Kate gives him a sharp glance.

TREVOR (CONT’D)
Okay, okay. Wanna dance?

KATE
I’d love that.

Trevor and Kate walk over to the dance floor and begin 
dancing. Lindsey enters.

ERICA
(calling from the throne)

Lindsey! You made it!

LINDSEY
Uh... Yeah.

DOMINIQUE
Welcome to the party!

Lindsey walks over to mingle with other people. Clark enters 
the stage.

CLARK
(whispering offstage)

Gramps. Hey Gramps! Come on in.

Lou walks in wearing a ridiculous costume.

LOU
I look absurd.
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CLARK
(holding in laughter)

No, you look great!

LOU
And you’re sure no one will 
recognize me?

CLARK
I guarantee.

LOU
Fine. But one more thing... 
Tonight, please refer to me as 
Eduardo.

CLARK
Eduardo?

LOU
I’m suave.

Lou walks over to the dance floor, pushes Trevor and Kate out 
of the way and begins dancing disco badly, but everyone gets 
into it and joins along. Trevor and Kate walk back downstage.

TREVOR
What’s with that guy?

KATE
I think he said his name was suave?

TREVOR
(pause)

He does have some pretty good dance 
moves.

Trevor and Kate walk over to get something to drink. PERSON 
walks up to Erica, Dominique, and Wilbur at the throne.

GREG
Great party guys!

ERICA
Did you expect any less?

JADE
Yo, this party’s fire.

DOMINIQUE
Thanks guys.

(to the crowd)
Don’t forget to take a ticket, 
everyone! We’re holding a raffle. 

(MORE)
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Winner gets a five minute convo in 
the sound booth with Ricky 
Cuttrell. Selfies are an extra five 
dollars.

Everyone cheers. SHANNA walks over to the throne and salutes.

ERICA
What’s the report, dude?

SHANNA
All clear, sir. The beach patrol 
thinks this is some kind of band 
practice. 

ERICA
Perfect. Keep an eye out and check 
back in five.

Shanna salutes again and exits.

ERICA (CONT’D)
This is going better than I 
thought.

DOMINIQUE
What’s wrong with Wilbur?

ERICA
Wilbur, what’s up?

WILBUR
I don’t know guys. It’s a good 
party. A really good party. Almost 
too good of a party. But 
something’s missing.

ERICA
What could be missing? We have a 
DJ, food, people are dancing in the 
pews...

DOMINIQUE
James is leading a ping pong 
tournament in the choir loft. We 
have trampolines, Wilbur! 
Trampolines!

WILBUR
I know, I know. It’s just... 
Everything’s going so well. Really 
well. Almost too well. There’s no 
sense of danger.

DOMINIQUE (CONT'D)
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DOMINIQUE
Wilbur...

ERICA
No, he’s right. We have to go 
bigger.

DOMINIQUE
Bigger than a party in the 
auditorium?

Lou walks over to them, tired but giddy from dancing.

LOU
Hello, my birds and bros. What’s 
groovy on this delectable last 
night of Summer?

ERICA
Eduardo, you’re just the man we 
wanted to see.

WILBUR
We need to do... Something.

ERICA
Something big.

WILBUR
But we don’t know what.

LOU
What if you light the cross on the 
outside of the church?

ERICA
Why would we do that?

LOU
Because...

Wilbur puts his hand out and excitedly fills in the blank.

WILBUR
Because then all will know that 
something is going on at the 
auditorium. There’s more of a 
chance to be caught. And if we pull 
it off...

ERICA
Our names will go down in the 
history books.
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DOMINIQUE
I’m not sure about this, guys.

WILBUR
Don’t wimp out on us, DOMINIQUE.

DOMINIQUE
I just don’t think it’s a good 
idea.

ERICA
Fine, you stay here then. Eduardo, 
you’re coming with us.

Erica, Wilbur, and Lou exit. Dominique is at first upset.

HAILEY
Hey, look! Ricky Cuttrell is here!

DOMINIQUE
(excitedly)

Ricky Cuttrell?!

Dominique jumps off the throne and hurries offstage with a 
handful of people in the opposite direction. Clark is sitting 
on a pew surrounded by a handful of girls.

CLARK
You know, ladies... I taught 
Eduardo everything he knows.

Lindsey walks up to Clark.

LINDSEY
Clark, have you seen James?

CLARK
He’s playing ping pong up in the 
choir loft.

LINDSEY
Thanks.

Lindsey walks offstage. Trevor and Kate move forward. Kate 
looks at Trevor (she is mature, and understands her emotions 
to the fullest- she wants to kiss Trevor).

KATE
Trevor, can we talk about us?

TREVOR
You don’t have to humor me, Kate. I 
know you’re tired of me bringing it 
up.
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KATE
No, I’m saying I want to kiss you.

TREVOR
I know, I know. I’ve been coming on 
too strong with the kissing stuff. 
I’ll lay off, I promise.

KATE
Trevor, you’re not listening to me.

TREVOR
I hear you loud and clear!

KATE
I want to kiss you!

TREVOR
It’s crystal clear Kate! I get it, 
you want to kiss me! And... What? 
Really?! Does that mean we’re back 
together?

KATE
I don’t know. Let’s not get ahead 
of ourselves.

TREVOR
Say no more, Kate! Let’s not get 
ahead of ourselves! 

(to himself)
Oh my gosh. It’s really happening. 
I need to warm up.

Trevor begins doing squats, but stops quickly.

TREVOR (CONT’D)
Wait, what’s changed?

KATE
What do you mean?

TREVOR
If we’re not getting back together, 
why are we kissing?

KATE
To remember this summer.

TREVOR
I don’t want to remember it like 
this.
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KATE
You don’t want to kiss me?

TREVOR
My memory’s not that good anyway. 
Warm ups!

Trevor begins warming up. James and Lindsey enter.

JAMES
You’re pretty good at table-tennis.

LINDSEY
You mean ping pong?

JAMES
Well, ping pong was the name given 
by J. Jacques & Son. Originally, it 
was called “whiff waff.”

Lindsey looks at her phone after receiving a text message.

JAMES (CONT’D)
And then when the Parker Brothers 
acquired the rights in the 1920’s, 
the name of the game was changed to 
table tennis, as it correctly 
should be called...

LINDSEY
James.

JAMES
What’s wrong?

LINDSEY
Sophia’s going into surgery. It 
doesn’t look good.

Lindsey runs offstage. Trevor stops right before he is about 
to kiss Kate to see Lindsey run off. James goes to chase 
after her, but Trevor stops him.

TREVOR
I’ve got it.

James nods and Trevor exits.

SCENE 5

Lindsey runs across the stage. Trevor runs after her.
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TREVOR
Lindsey! Lindsey, come back!

She stops and turns to him.

LINDSEY
(pretending to be fine)

What’s up?

TREVOR
You okay?

LINDSEY
Yeah, I’m good. I’m great.

TREVOR
Okay... 

Pause. Lindsey is looking at the street sign.

TREVOR (CONT’D)
Hey...

LINDSEY
Why do you think they call it 
Pilgrim Pathway? Do you think it’s 
a pathway made for pilgrims... or 
just a random path that pilgrims 
happen to be on?

Pause. Trevor opens his mouth to say something, but is 
confused.

TREVOR
Linds...

LINDSEY
‘Cause you’d think if it was made 
for pilgrims, it’d be a lot 
nicer... Like maybe they’d put some 
guardrails, or fill in some of the 
potholes.

(beat)
Or you know... You know what’d be a 
good idea- no actually a great 
idea... is if I put up some signs, 
or somebody, for the cars... ‘Cause 
the cars around here go so fast.

TREVOR
Lindsey...
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LINDSEY
I know you don’t think it’s a big 
deal, but I’ve seen them- the cars. 
They zip around that corner, and 
shoot down this. This road, this 
pathway. And people can get hurt 
‘cause it’s not safe. It’s 
dangerous. It’s not okay... I’m not 
okay...

She turns to Trevor

LINDSEY (CONT’D)
...I’m not okay.

She breaks down, and Trevor walks over and embraces her.

LINDSEY (CONT’D)
(through tears)

I want to see her.

TREVOR
So why don’t you?

Lindsey breaks away and sits on the curb.

LINDSEY
I’m scared.

Trevor sits down next to her.

TREVOR
Of what? Is this about the God 
thing?

LINDSEY
(rolling her eyes)

Yeah, it’s about the God thing.

TREVOR
She’s your best friend. I’m sure 
she’ll understand whatever you’re 
going through.

LINDSEY
No she won’t. She’ll ask me where 
I’ve been, and what am I supposed 
to tell her? That I’ve been getting 
into arguments at youth group? That 
I don’t know if there’s a Heaven?

She points to the cross on the auditorium.

61.



LINDSEY (CONT’D)
That I think it’s bizarre that a 
town that believes in a God that 
gives eternal life is using a 
torture device as a logo? She won’t 
understand.

TREVOR
(pause)

You don’t remember Dad too much do 
you? You were pretty young when he 
died.

She shakes her head no.

TREVOR (CONT’D)
Well you know he grew up here... He 
was the whole reason we started 
summering in Ocean Grove; I think 
mostly so he could surf on his days 
off from work.

LINDSEY
I remember he was sandy a lot.

They both chuckle.

TREVOR
He loved John 11:35. He used to 
quote it constantly.

LINDSEY
What’s John 11:35?

TREVOR
Jesus wept. When things got tough, 
and he started getting sick and 
stuff, Mom would grab me real tight 
and tell me not to be scared. But 
Dad... he would put his hand on my 
shoulder and say Jesus wept.

LINDSEY
What’s that supposed to mean?

TREVOR
Life sucks sometimes. And what if 
the cross isn’t just about living 
forever? What if it’s saying that 
even when the world does suck, when 
things are bad... like torture bad, 
that even then you can have... I 
don’t know...
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LINDSEY
Joy?

TREVOR
Hope.

LINDSEY
Is hope really something you can 
have? Is that supposed to make me 
feel better?

TREVOR
It’s supposed to make you be 
better. It’s not something you 
have, it’s something you do.

LINDSEY
So where is God in all of this 
mess?

TREVOR
(pause)

Maybe that’s it.

LINDSEY
What?

TREVOR
That feeling that something’s 
wrong. Something’s missing. That 
there are potholes in the road. 
Maybe that’s God. At least... 
that’s a start.

LINDSEY
I’m still hurting.

TREVOR
So is He.

(pause)
But that’s okay, you’re allowed.

They hug.

LINDSEY
Now what?

TREVOR
How long until she goes into 
surgery?

LINDSEY
(shrugging)

I don’t know.
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TREVOR
My keys are inside.

LINDSEY
(pause)

Yeah. Okay.

TREVOR
Really?

LINDSEY
Yeah, thanks. I guess I kinda 
messed up your moment with Kate.

TREVOR
No, believe me. I do that well 
enough on my own.

LINDSEY
Things aren’t going well?

TREVOR
I’m scared to let her go.

Lindsey notices her bracelet on Trevor.

LINDSEY
Is that my bracelet?

TREVOR
Oh, uh... Yeah. 

LINDSEY
I told you to throw that out.

TREVOR
Well... school’s pretty far away 
and...

LINDSEY
It’s just college... it’s not a 
war. I’ll be here when you get 
back. So will Mom. So will Kate.

TREVOR
So you think I’m making too a big a 
deal about this?

LINDSEY
I think you make too big a deal out 
of everything. 

(MORE)
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But as far as the bracelet goes, 
just remember we love you, and you 
don’t completely suck, so we’ll 
still love you when you get back... 
Maybe.

TREVOR
I’m still... Unsure. 

LINDSEY
It’s okay... You’re allowed.

Lindsey gives a smile.

TREVOR
We should get going.

SCENE 6

Lindsey and Trevor enter. The party has now stopped and 
everyone looks sad.

LINDSEY
What’s going on?

HAILEY
James told us about the surgery.

RACHEL
Yeah, about the surgery.

BRI
It didn’t feel right to keep the 
party going. You know... Under the 
circumstances.

SEAN
You okay Lindsey?

LINDSEY
Yeah.

No one moves and everyone is unsure of what to say next.

LINDSEY (CONT’D)
Do you guys want to pray for 
Sophia?

JAMES
You sure you want to?

LINDSEY
Yes.

LINDSEY (CONT'D)
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SONG: “THREE DAYS”

Lindsey steps out, beginning her own prayer.

LINDSEY
Dear Lord, my bent knee may seem rusty
My voice may seem just out of tune
Words hidden in my heart feel slightly dusty
But if You hear me, let me feel you in this room

I don’t need no Summer rain
Not asking to take away my pain
A still small voice is all I need
To breathe new life in me

Erica, Wilbur, and Lou are by the switch for the Auditorium 
Cross light.

ERICA
So, who’s flipping the switch?

Dominique bursts in.

DOMINIQUE
Guys, don’t! Eduardo isn’t suave!

ERICA AND WILBUR
What?

DOMINIQUE
It’s Lou! Clark told me just in 
time!

Lou removes his disguise.

LOU
Alright, this is a citizen’s 
arrest.

ERICA AND WILBUR
Lou!

LOU
I’ve caught you red handed. I’ve 
witnessed you partying in the 
auditorium, dancing in the pews, 
soiling the Hope Jones organ! And 
now turning on the Cross.

ERICA
But Lou, you did all those things 
too. You’re as guilty as we are. 

(MORE)
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You danced at the party, you snuck 
through the ventilation shaft, and 
you have your hand on the light 
switch right now!

WILBUR
And you’re an Auditorium Usher! If 
anything we should be arresting 
you.

LOU
But I didn’t enjoy any of it!

WILBUR
Not even a little?

LOU
Well, I...

ERICA
You were laughing pretty hard when 
we climbed through the backstage 
tunnel.

LOU
You won’t tell anyone about this, 
will you?

DOMINIQUE
Not a soul, Eduardo.

LOU
It was nice to feel part of 
something that didn’t require a 
suit and tie.

WILBUR
You know Lou... You’re pretty 
suave.

LOU
Happy summer, friends.

Lou switches the Cross on as the ensemble joins in the 
chorus.

ALL
Hosanna qodesh Abba
Yeshua yada
Give me three whole days, morning breaks to light
Hosanna qodesh Abba
Yeshua yada
Waiting up for Sunday

ERICA (CONT'D)
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They all begin to pray- each soloist taking a turn.

SOLOIST 1
After all You keep Your promises
When in despair You give me hope

SOLOIST 2
Freedom’s more than just a set of promises
God is more than just a way to cope

SOLOIST 3
Your love pulls me like gravity
Making faith reality

SOLOIST 4
Moving mountains, calming seas

SOLOIST 1, 2, 3, 4
Starts with Christ in me

Trevor and Kate break off from the group

TREVOR
I love you. And not because I want 
you to love me back, I mean... I 
do, but just because you’re awesome 
and my best friend, and I don’t 
want to lose you. So if you just 
want to be friends, than I’m okay 
with that, but I’ll need some time 
to adjust. I just want you in my 
life... And well, that’s about as 
far as I got with what I was 
planning to say.

KATE
I wanna smack you.

Trevor drops his head

KATE (CONT’D)
With my lips.

Trevor looks up; they kiss.

Cast walks out into the audience as the scene changes to 
HOSPITAL ROOM with Lindsey, Trevor, Kate, James, and Sharon. 
Lindsey walks next to a bed (the bed is turned to obscure 
Sophia from being seen).

ALL
Hosanna qodesh Abba
Yeshua yada
Give me three whole days, morning breaks to light

(MORE)

68.



Hosanna qodesh Abba
Yeshua yada
Summer is not over 
Summer is not over 
Summer is not over 
Still Got Three More Days

Lindsey walks center stage with a spotlight on her. James 
walks up to her.

JAMES
You gonna be okay?

LINDSEY
I believe... I will.

James exits. Lindsey looks up.

LINDSEY (CONT’D)
Hey Lord...

SONG: “FINALE”

Curtain Call.

ALL
Ha la la ley luja
Ha la la ley luja
Amen

END OF SUMMER.

ALL (CONT'D)
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Cast List

Lindsey - 15, Trevor’s sister, Sharon’s daughter
Trevor - 18, Lindsey’s brother, Kate’s boyfriend
Kate - 18, Trevor’s girlfriend
Erica - 18
Dominique - 18
Wilbur - 17
Lou - 74, Clark’s grandfather
Clark - 16, Lou’s grandson
James - 15

Sharon - 37, Trevor and Lindsey’s mother
Pastor Doug - 29
Patrick - 15, twin brother of Sean
Sean - 15, twin brother of Patrick
Rachel - 16
Hailey - 17
Bri - 14

Shanna
Jackie
Tasha
Greg
Theo
Jade
Megan
Joey
Lisbeth
John-Jon
Ron-Jon
Don Juan
Alice
Mrs. Sneikel (she is never seen onstage)

“Summer is Not Over” Soloists 1 and 2
“Rumors” Soloists 1,2, and 3
“Party in the Auditorium” Soloists 1,2,3,4, and 5
“Three Days” Soloists 1,2,3, and 4
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