
JADE - SIDES

Fine China - Short Film



13 INT. MAIN DINING ROOM- 7:35 PM

JADE is speaking with a middle-aged woman who, despite having 
dined at many Chinese restaurants throughout her life, has no 
apparent knowledge of the genre. She is not burdened by a 
preponderance of humility.

WILLFULLY IGNORANT WOMAN
Do you use MSG in the food?

JADE
Yes ma’am.

WILLFULLY IGNORANT WOMAN
Well, that’s not very healthy is 
it?

JADE
I honestly don’t know ma’am.

WILLFULLY IGNORANT WOMAN
How is the Pecking duck?

JADE
(trying to ignore the 
mispronunciation of 
Peking)

It’s excellent... Our most popular 
dish actually.

WILLFULLY IGNORANT WOMAN
I’ll take the chicken and broccoli.

JADE
Okay... Apps’ll be out in just a 
moment.

JADE goes back to -- 

14 INT. SERVER STATION - CONTINUOUS

-- to put the order into the computer. MEL is closing out a 
check, and then holds the check up in resignation.

MEL
Fifteen percent... No matter how 
many times I see it, still takes me 
by surprise.

JADE
European?



MEL
Nope... Indian.

JADE
Dude that’s messed up.

MEL
Oh and “European” is okay?

JADE
It’s always okay to make fun of 
Europeans... You don’t know this?

MEL
They actually were Indian though.

JADE
American Indian or India Indian?

RICH enters.

RICH
Mel, chopsticks to Table 22.

MEL exits.

RICH (CONT’D)
(to Jade)

You going out with those guys at 
72?

JADE smiles and says nothing.

RICH (CONT’D)
Jade?

JADE
Three bucks for extra broccoli, 
right?

RICH
You’re not gonna answer my 
question?

JADE
Don’t you have something to manage 
or something? You always complain 
that AC doesn’t actually manage...

RICH
I’m not actually the manager.
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JADE
But you are tonight and as 
manager...

JAMIE enters.

JAMIE
Rich can you talk to Table 64? They 
seem to be an exclusive brand of 
asshole.

JADE
See... Manage.

RICH
(pause; to Jamie)

See what you can do. I’ll be over 
in a few minutes.

JAMIE
(sigh)

Fine... And Jade you have a one top 
at the bar.

JAMIE exits.

JADE
And there’s that one top not worth 
my time. And uh don’t worry...

JADE gets seductively close to RICH. JULIE, the hostess, 
enters without RICH or JADE noticing.

JADE (CONT’D)
Of course I’m gonna go out with the 
guys at 72.
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